
 

November 2019 PTO Meeting Agenda 
 

Tuesday, November 12th 2019 @ 8am 
Highland Library 

Sig - President : 
 

❖ Welcome Highland Families! 
❖ Board / Community Introductions 
❖ Fall Volunteer Appreciation 

 
Amanda - Treasurer : 

 
❖ Treasurer’s Report (see updated financials at the bottom of these meeting minutes) 
❖ Fundraising to date from all sources is within $4,200 of our planned expenses (See total 

unrestricted funds avail vs. total unrestricted funds budgeted) 
❖ If we raise more than projected (anything over the $4200), we will announce a PTO Grant 

Fund for the remainder of the year. If we don't, there will be no grants available this year 
unless other expense categories under-spend 

❖ 4+ months into the year (~ one-third of the way through the school year), we have spent about 
39% of the planned budget 

 
Stephanie - Giving Campaign Coordinator : 

 
❖ GC Update:  

School Supplies- $9,680 (82%) 
Giving Campaign- $52,045 (94%) 
Boot Camp $7,748 (94%) 

 
Constance & Rebecca - Event Coordinators : 

 
❖ Speaker Series, Monday, November 18th @ 5:30 in the Library. Join Brain Stages co-author 

Trish Wilkinson for an engaging workshop 
❖ Fall Festival wrap-up and feedback 

➢ Intention is to have Fall Fest be break even.  Ended up netting ~$500 which we plan to 
use for another event in the Winter/Spring. 

 
Carina - Storyline Liaison :  

 
❖ Teachers continue to work hard on developing this year’s all school storyline! 
❖ JJ Howard to attend a storyline conference in Siberia 

➢ Mr. Howard submitted a presentation proposal and was selected to be one of the 
storyline conference presenters. 

➢ The PTO is contributing $1000 toward Mr. Howard’s costs 
➢ To help with the other travel and conference costs, the PTO will be assisting with some 

fundraising activities (details to be announced) 
❖ Reminder that Book Fair is Wednesday, December 11 

 



 
Lauren - Enrichment :  

 
❖ BoxTops Results 

➢ 2,453 Physical BoxTops and 21 Bonus BoxTops 
➢ $6.10 directly from BoxTops App as of Oct 31st 
➢ $253.50 Total Fall 2019 Earnings 
➢ Top earning class to be announced at next assembly 

❖ Roots and Shoots (grades 4-5, Mrs. Thomas is lead with help from Ukiah) 
➢ Collection for Active Duty Military  
➢ December Food Drive, December 2nd to 13th 

❖ Our New Sparrow 
➢ Sparrow is a non-profit organization that helps medically fragile children 
➢ Our sparrow for this year is Logan, a 2 year old boy named Logan who has been 

diagnosed with ataxic cerebral palsy and he is on the autism spectrum.  Logan has a 
sister who is fine. 

➢ Our first sparrow meeting will be this week. 
➢ The goal of the Sparrow club is to have students support our Sparrow and do 

community service hours 
➢ Logan and his family will be introduced to the Highland community at our December 

assembly 
➢ The Sparrow Club conducts a variety of fund raisers to support our Sparrow 

■ Gifts Galore 
■ Valograms 
■ Movie Night 

➢ PJ Day and Craft Day 
■ Craft Day meeting Nov 20th at 8am for room parents and others interested in 

starting to plan. 
❖ Mileage Club (Katie) 

➢ Thanks to PTO for the additional $200 in funding to support this very popular program.  
The funds will be used for more feet, necklaces, shirts, etc. in the Spring. 

➢ Participation has increased this year.  We have a record breaking number of students 
who have already completed marathons.  The stats so far: 170 necklace earners, 120 on 
pace for marathon, 30+ for double marathon, 12 on pace for triple marathons (vs 5 last 
year), and 5 have a goal (and are on track) to reach a quadruple marathon! 

❖ Education Foundation (Lis) 
➢ Purpose is to fund scholarships for children 
➢ Back to School grants a new program this year 

■ A “Back to School” grant was awarded to Highland and will be announced by 
Brian this week 

 
Josh Cordell (Bend Youth Sports Initiative) - Content Speaker : 

 
❖ Josh Overview 

➢ Josh grew up in Bend, covered high school sports for The Bend Bulletin, coached 
Summit High School Tennis team for 17 years 

➢ Daughter Brinley is a Kindergartener in Mrs. Hildebrand’s class.  She was a Sparrow 
when she was born very prematurely.  He also has an 18 year old. 

➢ He is passionate about coaching, parenting, and leadership.   
➢ Josh started a youth mentoring business providing life coaching & mentoring which 

predominately serves athletes.  He spends a lot of time speaking with teens one on 
one.  He also spends time coaching coaches. 

➢ Josh ran the Bend Parks & Rec kids tennis program (485 kids from Kindergarten to 
High School) 

➢ All of this experience led to the creation of Bend Youth Sports Initiative 
❖ Overview of Bend Youth Sports Initiative (which is in the process of being rebranded as “Sko 

Youth Sports”) 



 
➢ The Bend Youth Sport Initiative believes that youth sports can be an incredibly positive 

experience. 
➢ The group’s vision is to make Bend youth sports the model for every other community 

to follow. 
➢ Bend Youth Sports Initiative is working with Summit High to put together a coaching 

mentor program.  Also discussing the program with Bend High and Mountain View 
High. 

➢ We believe sports should be safe, fun, and positive. 
➢ We want kids to be the best version of themselves. 

❖ Vision for 2030 
➢ Big participation numbers and kids having fun. 
➢ Kids have a hard time with transitions (e.g., transitioning from a friend group, from 

sports). 
■ Kids are especially vulnerable at high school age 
■ If we can find things that kids like and stick with it will help them weather those 

transitions. 
❖ Parent Tips 

➢ Book Recommendation: Range 
■ Promotes “de-specialization”.  Specialization works if you want to be an Olympic 

gymnast, but otherwise it is better to be a generalist. 
● We encourage kids to try lots of different things and hopefully you find 

something you like. 
➢ Book Recommendation: Climbing with Molly 

■ Written by a dad who supports his daughter’s passion for climbing 
■ There is an amazing interview with Molly at the end  

➢ For Josh, tennis was something that he does as a family. 
■ At the moment, he and his 18 year old daughter have 3 things they do together: 

play tennis, drive, and go for walks. 
■ It’s nice to have some activities that families can share together, that they 

actually do together.  The kids that do really well share an activity with their 
parents (e.g., bake with their mom).  His golfing kids all golf with their parents 
and have a dream of going on golf vacations with their parents. 

➢ Picking sports 
■ Something you can do together. 
■ Cut sports vs not 

● For example, basketball: 450 4th graders, but only a fraction of that 
number by high school 

● Cross-Country: no cut sport, boys & girls together, 9th grade through 12th 
grade 

◆ Middle school cross country teams have ~100 athletes 
◆ Creates a community (starts in the summer and have a 

sweatshirt for first day of school) 
● Ultimately want kids to find identity in themselves, but helpful to have a 

community to identify with, especially as one goes through transitions. 
➢ Praise effort, not results 

■ Words Josh recommends using: “Focus, attitude, effort” 
● Want our kids to know we are watching for their focus, attitude, effort 
● Not getting praise for being the fastest, strongest, because those things 

don’t translate into other parts of life. 
● Gives them the opportunity to be praised for the things they can control.  

If we praise wins, then a loss can be devastating. 
● Attitude example: when you got subbed out and you gave your buddy a 

high-five 
■ “I love watching you play” 
■ The car ride home can be the worst for athletes.  So, don’t use that as a time to 

critique your child’s performance. 
➢ Parent rules 



 
■ You are not allowed to start your relationship with an adult who works with 

your kid with a complaint.  You need to build relationships with people before 
you provide constructive feedback. 😊 

■ Treat officials well 
● By 2030, if a parent yells at a ref, we would like the other parents to turn 

to the yeller and say, “we don’t do that in Bend” 
■ Find out your kid’s “why” for sports.  You need to have the same “why” as your 

kid. 
➢ Free play 

■ Kids need “free play”, time when they are running around playing sports that 
don’t have a coach telling them what to do. 

➢ The Bend Youth Sports Initiative is in the process of forming this non-profit 
■ Feel free to reach out to Josh if you have any questions. 

➢ The Bend Youth Sports Initiative is currently working with the community in a variety 
of ways: 

■ Started working one-on-one with kids and coaches. 
■ Had a meeting with the school district and some school board members 
■ Starting meeting with Football Club Timbers 
■ Little League could benefit from coach mentoring 
■ Our vision is to have training/mentoring for all coaches 
■ Doing a sport by sport audit 

➢ Empowering parents to self-regulate behavior (e.g., what parents say in the stands, 
how we treat officials, what we say, our kids will say too) 

 
Brian - Principal : 

 
❖ Culture of Care 

➢ Highland participated in a “Resilience Survey” last year which was part of obtaining a 
Culture of Care grant.  It’s similar to what Josh is talking about sports, but applied to 
how we take care of kids at school.  More focus on improving behavior, more focus on 
Growth Mindset (more than just talking about it), approaches to discipline that 
provides intrinsic change, staff/self-care to help staff be more resilient and reduce 
burn-out. 

➢ Highland is one of 10 priority schools in Bend that will participate in the 1st year.  This 
Culture of Care work aligns with our Thriving Citizen work. 

❖ Annual Announcement for State-wide Testing will be coming out 
➢ Highland participation rate last year was up over previous years and just under the 

target of 95%  
➢ Need to be at or above 95% participation rate for three years for the data to be 

especially useful. 
➢ Standardized testing starts in 3rd grade 

❖ Dreambox Overview: a math program that is online through iPads (grades 2 and up) 
➢ New program for this year 
➢ It will be up to the teacher if students use Dreambox at home. 
➢ If your student uses Dreambox at home, please DO NOT INTERFERE – the program 

customizes the program based on how the student responds, so it teaches the most 
through the student’s mistakes 

❖ Other 
➢ Would be great to have a common set of books we use at Highland (e.g., Growth 

Mindset Books) 
➢ Brian Suggestions 

■ The Growth Mindset by Carol Dweck [good for teaching & parenting, short] 
■ YouCubed.com [Jo Moller, professor out of Stanford, revolutionized math 

learning] 
■ The Blessings of the skinned Knee 
■ The Blessings of the C+ 

➢ Could be a tab on the PTO Website 



 
➢ Highland Book Club 
➢ Big Life Book 
➢ For older kids, Josh and his partner are coming out with a “Your Season Journal” 

 
Sig - President : 

 
❖ No December 2019 PTO Meeting 
❖ Save The Date! - January PTO Meeting: Tuesday 1/14 @ 2:30pm (Library) 
❖ Questions ? 
❖ Wishes for a Happy Holiday Season!  
❖ Adjourn & Appreciation 

 
 

❖  


